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Agenda

Innovation District
History of the Spring Street Site

Effects of the Spring
Restoring the Building for Innovation

Fulfilling the Innovation Mission
Discussion 



INNOVATION DISTRICT

The UGA Innovation District Is A Comprehensive Ecosystem Of Places, 
Programs, And People All Working Together To Foster Innovation, 
Entrepreneurship, And Experiential Learning.



Innovation Districts derive competitive advantages from an interrelated 
set of economic, physical, and networking assets.

PEOPLE
Talent

Collaboration

PLACE
Infrastructure
Urban Realm

PROGRAM
Partnerships

Tools

ACADEMIC 
ANCHORS

LIVE/ 
WORK WORK 

SPACES

TALENT 
PIPELINE

BUSINESS 
SUPPORT

DIVERSITY OF 
JOBS

WORK FORCE 
DEVELOPMENT

QUALITY 
OF LIFE

MIXED OF 
USES

OPEN 
SPACE

ACCES
S

PUBLIC 
REALM

CIRCULATIO
N

DIGITAL 
CONNECTIVITY

TRANSI
T

CIRCULATION

OPEN 
SPACE

ACCESS

MIX OF 
USESPUBLIC 

REALM

TRANSIT

TECH 
HUB

VISION
IDENTITY

PARTNERSHIPS

DENSITY

PUBLIC 
TOOLS

EVENTS & 
MARKETING

Source: The Rise of Innovation Districts: A New Geography of Innovation in America. Brookings Institute. 2014.



Innovation programming utilizes a variety of tactics to foster collaboration and 
collision among innovators and provide a spectrum of support resources.

Small Scale Educational Series Networking & Mentoring

Coworking and Meeting SpacesSignature EventsAccelerators and Incubators

Informal Events



The Vision of the Innovation 
District is to become a leading 
driver of economic 
development and community 
impact through innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and 
experiential learning.



• Accelerating research commercialization.

• Increasing experiential learning 
opportunities.

• Expanding university-industry collaboration.

• Elevating public and private investment to 
provide our entrepreneurs with funding and 
mentorship.

• Connecting campus and community 
entrepreneurs and innovators.

The Innovation District Long-range Goals



The Innovation District brings together bright minds from every discipline across campus. It is designed to take on 
challenges from multiple angles, shape discoveries into marketable solutions, provide customizable problem-solving, 
and educate tomorrow’s creators to be skilled, experienced, and versatile. Through this, it will drive economic 
development with novel solutions shared with the world.

It’s about collaboration. It’s about finding solutions. It’s about innovation that changes lives.
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STUDIO 225
A Precursor and an Inspiration

























HISTORY OF SPRING STREET SITE



Plat of Athens and Campus in 
1805. Not to scale, drawn by 
President Meigs and Rev. 
(Hope?) Hull by the direction of 
the Board of The University of 
Georgia. Courtesy of UGA’s 
Office of University Architects.



1944 Map
The 1944 map of the City of Athens by city engineer J.G. Beacham.



History about site, Athens, UGA, spring ?



Insert Video about Spring



EFFECTS 
OF 
THE 
SPRING



Deteriorating Foundations and Settling



Deteriorating Foundations and Settling



Deteriorating Foundations and Settling



Deteriorating Foundations and Settling



Moisture in the Slab



Moisture in the Slab

INSERT CLOSE-UP PHOTO OF SPRING TRAP DOOR AND WALL PLAQUE



RESTORING THE BUILDING FOR INNOVATION



Paint Removal



Paint Removal







Steel Window Restoration



Steel Window Restoration



Steel Window Restoration





Re-establishing the Site



Re-establishing the Site



Re-establishing the Site



Re-establishing the Site



Interior Restoration



Interior Restoration



Interior Restoration



Interior Restoration



The Innovation Hub















Connection from the Historic Campus to 
the Growing Innovation District









FULFILLING THE INNOVATION MISSION

Cory Acuff and Tim Martin outside UGA's 
Innovation Hub. Martin and Acuff are leading 
the Georgia Startup License program, aimed at 
streamlining the technology licensing process 
for companies based on UGA research.







DISCUSSION


